
By Samantha Foster
samantha.foster@cjonline.com

OVERBROOK — Ross Slagle 
collected many things: clocks, 
toy cars, antique cars, tractors — 
anything with wheels, according 
to his stepdaughter, Karen Maas.

“If it had wheels, he loved it,” 
Maas said recently, as auctioneer 
Marty Higgenbotham, of Lake-
land, Fla.-based Higgenbotham 
Auctioneers International, and 
others worked to prepare Slagle’s 
estate for an auction that will 
take place Oct. 30-31.

Slagle, a retired union plumb-
er and World War II veteran, 
purchased a 20-acre farm a few 
miles east of Overbrook in 1985 
and moved there from Lawrence. 
After moving to his farm, he con-
tinued buying and bartering for 
vehicles, machinery and other 
items, Maas recalled, and contin-
ued to add extensions and build 
to have places to put things.

Though Slagle died at age 91 
in August 2014 and for the last 
year or so lived with Maas and 
her husband, she said, he had for-
merly worked on his vast collec-
tion daily.

“He had a plan every day when 
he got up,” she said. “He ate his 
breakfast, and he could tell you 
exactly what he was going to do 
that day — what vehicle he was 
working on, he was going to pull 
tires or wheels oX, or pull an en-
gine — and he would do all that 
by himself.”

Higgenbotham, who has been in 
the auction business for 56 years, 
says he has never seen a collec-
tion as “eclectic” as Slagle’s.

“Most collectors that we deal 
with usually have a focus,” he 
said, such as automobiles, trac-
tors or early trucks. “This gen-
tleman, he liked anything with 
wheels.”

On a tour of the property, 
Higgenbotham showed a report-
er buildings and fields full of sev-
eral dozen automobiles, tractors 
and other equipment ranging 
from old Ford Model T delivery 
wagons and old touring coupes to 
bulldozers, two-cylinder station-
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This year’s Lawrence 
ArtWalk will feature more 
than 30 visual artists rec-
ognized on the local, re-
gional and international 
levels.

About one-third of the 
artists participating in this 
year’s ArtWalk are new to 
the event, according to di-
rector Anne Egitto.

The ArtWalk, now in 
its 20th year, will be from 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 24, and noon to 6 p.m. 
Sunday, Oct. 25. The event 

is free.
Sculptor George Paley, 

printmakers Clint Rick-
etts and Justin Marable, 
and painter and print-
maker Solace Naeymi 
will showcase their work 
at Art Emergency, 721 E. 
9th. At 720 E. 9th, artist 
Stephen T. Johnson will 
show his drawings and 
paintings.

In west Lawrence, pho-
tographer Matt Tucker 
and Egitto will show their 
works at 1042 Jana Drive, 

and mixed media artist 
Cynthia Perry will exhib-
it two-dimensional work 
and free-standing paper 
sculpture and mobiles at 
3415 Seminole Drive.

Photographer Cat 
Rooney also will show-
case her work at 939 Fir 
St. in Eudora.

Registered ArtWalk 
artists selected Jane Flan-
ders, of Lawrence, as the 
event’s featured artist. 
Her artwork appears on 
the Lawrence ArtWalk 

2015 postcard, guide map 
and poster, and a biogra-
phy is featured on the Art-
Walk website.

Flanders will be avail-
able to sign free copies of 
her ArtWalk poster from 
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at a cel-
ebration at Decade Bistro, 
920 Delaware St. in Law-
rence.

Many studios on the 
ArtWalk will host ad-
ditional receptions and 
demonstrations, and some 
artists will open their stu-

dios or art spaces to the 
public Friday, Oct. 23. 
Free guide maps are avail-
able at the Lawrence Arts 
Center, 940 New Hamp-
shire St.

For more information 
about each participating 
artist, as well as a map of 
ArtWalk locations, visit 
www.lawrenceartwalk.
org.

Contact Samantha Foster at (785) 
295-1186 or @samfoster_ks on 
Twitter.
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Auction house president Marty Higgenbotham leans on the wheel of the frame of a Ford Model A on a farm 
outside Overbrook. Higgenbotham will auction o= the extensive vehicle collection and estate of Ross Slagle.

Left: A rusty red Dodge pickup truck sits in a field on Ross Slagle’s farm near Overbrook. After Slagle retired and purchased the farm, he built two pole 
barns and other shelters for the numerous old cars, trucks, tractors and equipment he frequently purchased at auctions. Now his vast collection, as 
well as his house and land, will be auctioned Oct. 30-31. Right: An old car — one of Henry Ford’s earlier models — sits under a shelter on the property.

Lawrence ArtWalk returns for 20th year
Artists’ studios to be available for public view, demonstrations
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HAPPENINGS

FALL FESTIVAL — The annual 
Maple Leaf Festival will continue 
Sunday, Oct. 18, in Baldwin City. 
The event, including more than 
300 arts and crafts booths, kids’ 
activities, a parade, arts, music 
and food, will be 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Saturday and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Sunday. Admission: free. For 
information visit www.mapleleaf-
festival.com.

ATOM BOMBS — Former 
Truman Library director and 
American foreign policy expert 
Mike Devine will discuss the 
atom bombs that were ready but 
never used in “Truman’s Unused 
A-Bombs: Beyond Fat Man & Little 
Boy,” 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 
21, at the Dole Institute of Politics 
in Lawrence. Free.

WITCHES’ NIGHT — Women 
are encouraged to dress in their 
“witchiest costume” and go 
from store to store in downtown 
Atchison from 5 to 8 p.m. Thurs-
day, Oct. 22, for special sales, 
refreshments, tastings and more. 
The evening will wrap up with 
contests and prizes. For informa-
tion call Mary Jane Sowers at 
(913) 367-2427.

SPEAKEASY NIGHTS — Band-
leader Evan “Bibs” Palazzo and 
lead singer Miz Elizabeth combine 
with the Sardine ensemble of 
powerhouse musicians and a tap 
dancer to play “hot jazz” as it was 
in an era when live music was 
king. Shows will be at 7 and 10 
p.m. Friday, Oct. 23, at Wareham 
Opera House, 410 Poyntz Avenue 
in Manhattan. For information, 
call (785) 532-6428.

EXPLORING HUNGER — The 
Watkins Museum of History, 1047 
Massachusetts St. in Lawrence, 
will host an informative, 
family-friendly event from 1 to 
4 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 24, that 
will explore hunger and food 
insecurity in the Lawrence area. 
Activities will include a life-sized 
board game, a photography 
exhibit, cornhusk doll mak-
ing, presentations from local 
organizations and a short film 
screening. Healthy local snacks 
will be available, and food dona-
tions will be accepted at the door 
to benefit Penn House and Just 
Food. Cost: free.

ANNUAL PARTY — The Mount 
Mitchell Prairie Guards will have 
their annual party at 11:30 a.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 24, at the historic 
Volland Store at 24098 Volland 
Road, southwest of Alma. Lunch 
will be served. Those planning 
to attend should email info@
mountmitchellprairie.org.

ZOO TREATS — Kids are 
welcome to trick-or-treat among 
the animals by visiting the candy 
trails during Spooktacular, noon 
to 4:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 24, 
and Sunday, Oct. 25, at Sunset 
Zoo, 2333 Oak St. in Manhattan.

FALL FESTIVAL — The town 
of Dover will host a Fall Pride 
Festival on Saturday, Oct. 24, at 
Dover Community Center, 5928 
S.W. Douglas Road. Events begin 
with a Pumpkin 5K Dash at 8:30 
a.m. with a cost of $25. A fall des-
sert contest will be judged, and 
remaining dessert will be served 
with a BBQ dinner from 5 to 7 
p.m. for a freewill donation. Kids’ 
games and hayrides will be from 
5 to 7:30 p.m. for $5 per child, and 
a silent auction will end at 7 p.m.

TOMBSTONE TOUR — The 
Dickinson County Historical So-
ciety’s education committee will 
host Tombstone tours from 6:30 
to 8:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 24, at 
the Abilene Cemetery, 1400 N. 
Cedar. The one-hour guided tour 
will take participants through 
the cemetery, stopping at 
tombstones where short stories 
of those buried will be portrayed 
by the guide. Cost: $5. Each tour 
limited to 30 people. Reserva-
tions can be made through the 
Heritage Center, (785) 263-2681.

HALLOWEEN FUN — A family 
fun night will be from 5 to 7 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct. 24, at the Carousel 
Museum, 320 S. Esplanade St. in 
Leavenworth. Wear costumes to 
the museum to ride the carousel 
and play games. Cost: $6 for hot 
dog combo and free carousel 
rides. Tickets for games and 
pinata sold separately. For infor-
mation call (913) 682-1331.

Send detailed information 

about upcoming events in 

northeast Kansas to Sa-

mantha Foster, The Topeka 

Capital-Journal, 616 Je>erson 

St., Topeka, 66607, or email 

her at samantha.foster@cjon-

line.com. Include your name 

and phone number.

DOUGLAS COUNTY

ary engines from oil fields, Cater-
pillars, school buses, more than 
150 bicycles and a horse-drawn 
drill.

The vehicles, as well as miscel-
laneous parts, were strewn about 
in two pole barns and some sheds, 
Higgenbotham said. Others were 
left in the fields, where trees have 
grown up through them. Higgen-
botham said packrats were inside 
all the vehicles, and it took him 
five days to pull them out into the 
field so the sun and air could hit 
them.

“He would put a truck in, a car 
in, then he would use that as a 
base and he’d start piling on top 
of it,” he said. “It was just insane 
the amount of stuX.”

A 1957 Chrysler “is in great re-
storable condition,” Higgenboth-
am said, while other vehicles are 
valuable simply for parts, which 
he said are didcult to come by. 
Slagle’s collection also contains 
at least half a dozen horse-drawn 
road graders, which Higgenboth-
am explained would take six or 
eight horses to pull, with an op-
erator controlling the blade and 
someone driving the horses.

“I don’t know why he was so 
intrigued by the doggone things, 
because I think he bought every 
one he ever seen,” he said.

The frame of a 1928 or 1929 
Ford Model A sat near several 
of the road graders — likely the 
match to a Model A body also 
found, Higgenbotham said.

“This was Henry Ford’s cham-
pion right here,” he said. “This 
was what put Ford Motors on the 

map. They were incredible, abso-
lutely incredible machines.”

Slagle didn’t only collect vehi-
cles. He also had dozens of small 
collectibles, and at least 15 grand-
father clocks, cuckoo clocks and 
regulators.

At one time, Maas recalled, “he 
had them all set just oX enough 
that they rang one right after the 
other.”

“He’s got quite a collection of 
various and sundry kind of things 
here that is kind of unique,” 
Higgenbotham said. “And the 
way he stacked it in here — I 
don’t know whether you’d call 
him a collector or a hoarder.”

Regardless of that distinction, 
Slagle’s passion for collecting au-
tomobiles provided him immense 
enjoyment.

“He could talk to you about cars 
and after 10 minutes, you were so 
enthused you thought you want-
ed to collect cars,” Maas said.

Contact Samantha Foster at (785) 295-1186 
or @samfoster_ks on Twitter.

ESTATE AUCTION

Higgenbotham Auctioneers Internation-
al will auction Slagle’s collection Friday, 
Oct. 30, and Saturday, Oct. 31.

Household items and small collectibles 
will be sold Friday, and machinery, trucks 
and cars will sell Saturday. The house and 
20 acres of land will be sold at 11 a.m. 
Saturday.

An online sale will run for about two 
hours Saturday, and during a walkthrough 
afterward miscellaneous items will be sold.

For information, visit www.higgen-
botham.com or call (800) 257-4161.
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